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lehem.14 They realized also the importance of making sure
of French friendship if they were to be successful in borrow-
ing more money at Paris.15 The Kronstadt visit was made
the occasion, especially by the French, for an extraordinary
demonstration of Franco-Russian solidarity. It was to ap-
pear to the world as a counter-stroke to the renewal of the
Triple Alliance. The Tsar and Tsarina came aboard the
French flagship, talked to the sailors, showed a thousand
acts of politeness to Admiral Gervais and his officers, and
invited them to Peterhof. Hitherto, in absolutist Russia,
the playing of the Marseillaise had been strictly forbidden,
not only in public places, but even on a piano which might
be heard on the street. But now the prohibition was re-
laxed—only to be re-imposed again after the departure of
the French fleet—and the news was trumpeted abroad that
the Autocrat of All the Russias had stood bareheaded while
the bands played the marching song of the Sans-culottes
of 1793*16 It was, however, a stirring moment "Those of
us who reached manhood in 1890," writes President Poin-
care twenty years later, "cannot, even today, recall without
emotion the prodigious effect produced at that time in
France by the demonstration of friendliness by Emperor
Alexander IIL It was for Republicans not only a recog-
nition of the Republic by a government whose traditions
and form were furthest removed from us and our institu-
tions; it was for France herself the end of a prolonged iso-
lation and the outward sign of her revival"17
The Kronstadt demonstration was received in France
with incredible joy and enthusiasm. The man in the street
believed that an alliance was already assured, that the long
period of isolation was now past, and that France could
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